
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Sarah Yerden
  Assistant Director, Development & Communications
  509-455-3039
  syerden@ccspokane.org

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OFFERS A SOLUTION TO HOMELESSNESS

Spokane, Wash. – In recent weeks, individuals experiencing homelessness have become more visible. The causes of 
homelessness are many and complex, but Catholic Charities believes there is a solution to homelessness. For 20 months, 
the House of Charity provided a place for every single chronically street homeless man and woman to go 24/7 for a bed, 
meal, shower and a place to live with human dignity.   This was great news for the community as during that time there 
were very few homeless sleeping on the streets.  However going from sleeping 109 men only per night, as we have for 
many decades, to sleeping close to 400 men, women, couples and their service animals per night put an incredible strain 
on both the facility and our surrounding neighbors.

Catholic Charities is committed to providing shelter for the homeless that is clean, safe and respectful to the human 
dignity of our clients and our neighbors. Proactively, Catholic Charities added security staff, janitors and a neighborhood 
phone number with a 90-second response team. Catholic Charities also put together the Friends & Neighbors Brigade, a 
group of House of Charity clients who volunteered to pick up trash around the building and neighborhood.

There is a long history of collaboration between the City of Spokane and Catholic Charities. Together they aim to ease 
the suffering of the community. In order to sustain 24/7 services safely, Catholic Charities would have needed additional 
funds to hire two uniformed police officers and an additional 3–4 full-time janitorial staff. The City of Spokane did not 
have the necessary supportive funds at that time, so in June the City of Spokane and Catholic Charities decided jointly to 
end 24/7 services. Along with that decision, the City of Spokane announced it would open a new shelter with a yet-to-be-
determined open date. 

Catholic Charities has been a member of the Spokane community for more than 100 years. We serve the poor and vulner-
able but we are also a business and a major employer and contributor to the economic development of Spokane with over 
350 staff and nearly $100 million in new construction built in just the last 6 years. Since the end of the 24/7 program the 
House of Charity has remained open every single day.  Instead of the sometimes nearly 400 that slept there, the shelter 
now sleeps roughly 200 per night. Their mission is to provide services to any person in need.  The House of Charity 
accepts anyone in any condition as long as they respect the staff, the facility, the rules and the neighbors.  That includes 
accepting individuals who may still be actively struggling with addiction and those actively experiencing mental health 
challenges.  House of Charity is the only shelter in town that takes men and women who fall into this category.  

For more information please contact Sarah Yerden, Assistant Director, Development & Communications at 
syerden@ccspokane.org.

Catholic Charities Eastern Washington affirms the dignity of our most vulnerable neighbors by providing social services across 13 counties. With our commu-
nity partners in government, industry, and social services, we tackle the region’s biggest challenges, including homelessness and intergenerational poverty. We 
respond to community members in crisis by providing disaster relief, emergency assistance and rapid rehousing. We stabilize lives by building affordable housing 
for veterans, seniors, farmworkers and chronically homeless individuals and families, as well as providing access to fresh produce and connecting seniors with 
volunteers to help with household chores. We advocate in hope by providing childbirth and parenting support and early learning, counseling, immigration legal 
services and support for parishes. 


